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Telephone numbers and address-
es of members are protected 
by the Privacy Act of 1974. As a 
matter of policy, rosters of names, 
addresses and telephone num-
bers shall not be made available 
to the general public or any out-
side organization. Privacy of all 
rosters shall be safeguarded and 
the page clearly labeled. The pub-
lication of these rosters, addresses 
and telephone numbers on any 
computer on-line service includ-
ing the Internet is prohibited by 
the Privacy Act of 1974.

Guidelines for 
submissions of 

editorial and pho-
tographic content 
are online at www.

auxadept.org/
navigator.  Please 

send editorial 
and photographic 

submissions to: 
navigator@ 
auxpa.org
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A Coastie controls the 
flow of water into the 
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pipe “leaks” while the 
trainees attempt to 
plug the leaks using 
a variety of methods 
and supplies. 
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On January 15, 2009, US Airways Flight 1549 hit a flock 
of birds after taking off from LaGuardia Airport. Both 
engines lost power and minutes later the jet made an 

emergency landing in the Hudson River. Passengers quickly 
exited, some directly into the frigid 36-degree Fahrenheit 
water, some into life rafts, while the majority huddled on 
the airplane’s wings yelling for help as vessels of New York 
Waterways, the New York City Fire and Police, The Port 
Authority of New York Police Department, the marine unit of 
the New Jersey State Police and Circle Line Cruises rushed to 
the scene.  Hours later, all 155 passengers and crew, donned in 
bright yellow life vests, were safely ashore.

This seeming miraculous end to what might easily have 
been a horrifying tragedy was no surprise at all to responders 
who knew the drill and had practiced countless hours for just 
such a dramatic rescue. Nor was it a surprise to Coast Guard 
Auxiliarists of the First District Southern Region who, for over 
70 years have responded to emergencies on the waters of New 
York and New Jersey. Over time, the Auxiliary developed a 
solid working relationship with The Port Authority Police 
Department (PAPD) which is the law enforcement agency 
responsible for airports, port facilities, PATH rail system, 
bus terminals, tunnels, bridges and other facilities of the Port 
Authority of New York and New Jersey. 

In 2004 Auxiliarist Wayne Spivak, Flotilla 13-11, District 
1SR, and Inspector Kenneth D. Honig, Commanding Officer 
of the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey Police 
Department’s John F. Kennedy Airport Command (and cur-
rently the Commanding Officer at LaGuardia Airport), recog-
nized the PAPD’s need for a customized boating course. Out 
of this need, Spivak developed a program called the Small 
Boating Course for Local Law Enforcement (SBCLLE) that 
blends the qualifications for crew and coxswain with additional 
tasks specific to the PAPD.

Spivak is the Chief Instructor and Program Manager of this 
course and coordinates the program through the Director of 

the Auxiliary for the First District. The primary text book is 
the Auxiliary’s Boating Skills and Seamanship (BS&S).

Hal Marschall of Flotilla 13-6, has served as Deputy Chief 
Instructor and Deputy Program Manager and during the first 
three courses managed the day-to-day operations.  Numerous 
Auxiliary instructors, communicators, crew members and cox-
swains commit to making the program successful. 

The two-week course starts with forty-hours of classroom 
study combining BS&S with  customized navigation and chart 
work as well as rescue and helicopter operations. A modified 
swim test is a cross between the Auxiliary Boat Crew require-
ment and Auxiliary Aviation requirement. Instruction also 
includes life jackets, cold weather exposure suits, and deploy-
ment and use of aviation survival rafts.

The second week consists of forty hours on the water where 
piloting, navigation and skills such as how to throw a life raft 
from a vessel and inflate it at the same time and how to instruct 
a person to board the raft are practiced.

At the end of the 40-hour on-the-water training law enforce-
ment students have completed almost the entire series of tasks 
for both the Coast Guard Auxiliary boat crew and coxswain 
programs, along with PAPD tasks.  

Volunteer members of the United State Coast Guard 
Auxiliary, District 1 Southern Region, who collectively have 
thousands of years of diverse experience, were able to provide 
hundreds of  hours of training over the last six years. Whether 
directly or indirectly involved, the Auxiliary stands fast to its 
motto, “America’s Volunteer Guardians.”

The Miracle  
on the Hudson

How customized training 
by Auxiliarists of First 

District Southern Region 
proved effective

Prior to on-the-water training the Auxiliarists conduct a vessel 
familiarization tour with PAPD students aboard the Authority’s 37’6” 
aluminum catamarans, powered by twin Cummins 380-hp turbo diesels 
and propelled by Hamilton HJ292 water jets. These rescue boats top 
out at over 35 knots and are outfitted with 33 eighteen-person life 
rafts. Each boat can deliver enough raft capacity to handle a water 
based aircraft rescue mission for the largest aircraft landing at JFK 
International or LaGuardia Airport.  

Story by Dee Thompson, 
DSO-PA, Flotilla 4-4, First District Southern Region
Photos by Ken Stanley, 
Division 4 Commander, First District Southern Region 

W hen extremely heavy rainfall over the Delaware 
River Basin brought record flooding and severe 
damage to New Jersey and Pennsylvania, emer-
gency agencies were 

challenged by their lack of shallow-draft 
boats needed in neighborhood search 
and rescue efforts.  

Joseph Giannattasio, SO-PA Division 
8 D5NR, of Cape May, New Jersey, 
watched the event and saw the need for 
johnboats, PWCs and canoes that could 
access densely populated neighbor-
hoods.  Working with other community-
minded people to fulfill the requirement, 
he was amazed by the response.   

“I thought we’d get two or three 
boats,” said Giannattasio, “but I was surprised by the char-
ity of local individuals and families.”  Within a few weeks Joe 
was besieged with people wanting to donate their boats. In all 

Joe placed five boats with volunteer fire departments, rescue 
squads, and the Red Cross. A PWC was repaired and is now 
one of  two PWC Operational Facilities in Division 8 5NR.  “We 

use it as a facility and training vessel,” he 
said.

When asked about the challenges of 
his endeavor, Giannattasio offered the fol-
lowing advice. “Make sure you acquaint 
yourself with the Auxiliary Manual and 
your District’s policy on donated items 
and the value thereof, before acquiring 
a boat for Auxiliary use. There are very 
specific requirements that must be fol-
lowed and considered.   

A common disappointment in placing 
boats with first responders were declines 

because the first responder agency had no place to store it, or 
they didn’t want to maintain it,” Joe said.  “We still have two 
boats to donate. 

Ask and You May Receive
A flood in the 

Delaware Basin 
results in a flood  
of boats donated 

to local charities

Joseph Giannattasio SO-PA Division 8 D5NR with a donated PWC OPFAC and other shallow draft boats. 

Story and Photos by Drein McKernan, 
FSO-PB Flotilla 8-2 District 5, Northern Region
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In the United States Virgin Islands Coxswain David Willems and Auxiliarists of District 7, Flotilla 16-2, test  
orange smoke supplied to local commercial fishermen in survival kits.  STORY ON PAGE 36


